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President’s Message

By the time you receive this Samanea, mankind will have survived yet another apocalypse; and Christmas and New Year Day will be behind us. 
But better late than never, let me wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

The early success of a presidential (or General Committee) term is often measured by its performance during the first 100 days. It so happens that 
our first 100 days ended on the first day of the New Year. So how have we performed - what has been achieved - during this period?

As with all well crafted plans and strategies, the key to success lies not just in the planning but more so in the execution. While your new GC began 
its term enthusiastic and determined to bring about much needed changes and improvements, events that we had not factored in and an environ-
ment that was tougher than expected have led to some inevitable delay and adjustments to our plans. Staffing has been a particular challenge, due 
both to the underlying work culture in the Club and the difficulty of recruiting required new personnel. On the latter front we have though succeeded 
in putting in place a new Operations Manager, Alex Chan, to support our General Manager and keep a tighter rein on the front-of-house operations 
that are most visible, and often most important, to Members.

I am pleased too to say that our Food & Beverage has shown positive developments since the GC made a brave decision to run the operations 
ourselves (at least temporarily) in August last year. This decision came about after the new caterer left us abruptly and our repeated attempts to 
tender the operations were unsuccessful. I know that many Members - including GC members - are concerned about the risk of losses because of 
the very bad experience when we last ran the catering ourselves some 12 years ago. However, much has changed since then, and our unhappy 
experiences with no fewer than seven caterers led us to conclude that outsourcing too is problematic, and that we should try the in-house ap-
proach again. I can though assure Members that we do so with a key proviso that the Club will at worst tolerate a small loss, but that our aim is 
to break even. Now a good three months into the trial, and having monitored costs carefully, we are convinced that the operation is viable. Plans 
are moreover in place to work on the service level, with better trained personnel (including a recently recruited new chef) and a wider menu that 
will meet the expectations of Members.

On another front, the Legal & Constitutional Rules Sub-Committee under the Chairmanship of Barry Chong is working feverishly on a revamp 
of the Constitution to meet the demands of the current changed economic and social environment in which the Club operates. The process has 
also been an enlightening and enriching experience for the GC, helping us to better understand which rules need to be framed more clearly and 
precisely. The sub-committee is on track to meet our self-imposed deadline of 31 March 2013 for the preparation of a revised draft.

The five key areas of essential capital improvements scheduled would have been well on the way but for the hiccup in our recruitment efforts. 
However, we expect to have a Project Executive on board soon so that work can begin in earnest in January. Members can certainly look forward 
to better facilities in 2013 once the above mentioned capital improvements are in place.

On the sporting and recreational front, the General Committee has approved the many budgets proposed by the various games and recreational 
sub-committees/convenors for the coming year. A key condition of our approval is that the sub-committees and/or convenors concerned are willing 
and able to ensure that their proposed events or activities are carried out as scheduled. We shall monitor closely the performance of the various 
sports and recreational sections to ensure that these actively promote activities for the benefit of Members.

After one long Christmas and New Year holiday season, we are heading for another stretch of public holidays with the Prophet Mohamad’s Birth-
day on 24 January 2013, Thaipusam on 27 January 2013, KL City Day on 1 February 2013 and the 15 days of Chinese New Year from 10 February 
2013. Let me take this opportunity to send my felicitations to all who celebrate the various religious occasions; and to our Chinese members, a 
special Gong Xi Fa Cai!

Mr Winson Han Mean Kwong
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Culturally, pine, bamboo, and plum 
are regarded as linked in the context of 
winter because they flourish together 
at that season. For this reason they are 
commonly known as the Three Friends 
of Winter - Song Zhu Mei. 

The pine and plum-blossom add their 
fragrance to the cold air and are there-
fore valued as bringers of distinction 
to adverse conditions. This is further 
emphasised by the evergreen qualities 
of pine and bamboo, added to the early 
flowering of the plum while snow is still 
on the ground, and makes of them symbols 
of perseverance and integrity. 

In this connection, they also symbolise 
longevity: bamboo and pine because of 
their evergreen quality, plum blossom 
because it reappears on the age-old 
branches.
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After a tiring and long journey racing down the by-ways and highways, our 
Players, Supporters, GC Members and Co-ordinator finally landed in Hatyai 
to start the campaign against Tang Tennis Club and Hatyai Municipality 
Tennis Club in Tennis, Badminton and Table Tennis.

Another 21/2 hours of travelling saw us arriving at Trang Tennis Club.  After 
lunch, the fight for supremacy in Tennis, Table Tennis and Badminton 
(played at another Venue) was underway.  Though somewhat exhausted 
we level the score at 6 all in Table Tennis after going down in Tennis and 
Badminton to the host team.

In the evening the host feted a sumptuous dinner for all Players, Supporters, 
Guest at Wattana Park Hotel.  To add flair to the dinner function, HE The 
Mayor of Trang District graced the function, and a traditional Thai puppet 
performance was on hand to perform.  At the dinner, our Mr James Lee, 
Vice President, Mr Barry Chong Kim Teck, Hon Secretary and Mr Peter Lim 
Chee Min, Hon Treasurer, presented mementos to the Captains of the host 
teams.

No matter how tired our Members were, they managed to do some night 
shopping before calling it a night in Wattana Park Hotel.  Our host took us, 
with Police escort, to visit the ‘Chang Hai’ Cave.  It was a sight to see the 
huge and magnificent structure of stalactites and stalagmites inside the 
Cave.

4 sports & recreation

Sports friendly trip to Haadyai-Trang on 30 Nov-3 Dec 2012
After the visit it was time to make a return trip to Hatyai for the encounter 
with Hatyai Municipality Tennis Club.

Thank you Trang Tennis Club for your wonderful hospitality and warm 
camaraderie.  Good bye and see you in KL.

On arriving back in Hatyai we made Yong Dee Hotel as our base.  After a 
short lunch break, we took on Hatyai Municipality Tennis Club in all the 
three games in the card.  We brought out all the tricks in the book to topple 
the hoist team.  But they read our strategy and white washed us in all the 
three games contested.

To lift up our spirits in defeat the host held the dinner function in Kaneng 
Restaurant.  After dinner, the night was free for some more shopping and, 
this time, massage to relieve the aches and pains on the weary bodies was 
in the program.  After a good night’s rest, it was time to bid farewell to 
Hatyai to return to KL.  With intermittent stops along the way, we arrived 
back in KL around midnight.

Thank you Hatyai Municipality Tennis Club for your very warm and cordial 
hospitality.  Good bye and see you in KL.

Overall, our Players, Supporters and Guests had a pleasant outing, though 
tiring, in Trang and Hatyai.



The 2012 annual championship for the Juniors and 
Open Events were successfully held on 18.11.2012 and 
23.11.2012 respectively. The winners were as follows:-

Junior Singles Open
Champion: Miss Lee Qien Qien
1st Runner-up: Master Cheng Zai Kai

Singles Open
Champion: Madam Lau Wai Cheng
1st Runner-up: Mr Steven Chu

Doubles Open
Champions:
Mr Wong Yee Onn & Mdm Lau Wai Cheng
1st Runners-up: 
Mr Steven Chu & Mdm Christ Goh

TABLE TENNIS 
The 2012 annual championship

5sports & recreation
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The table tennis section also participated in the 3-days multi 
friendly games with the Trang Tennis Club and Haadyai Municipal 
Council from 30 Nov to 3 Dec 2012 in Thailand. The playing 
standards of these clubs are very high as they are representatives 
of their respective districts. Our team played very well and with 
the support of our new players like Madam Lau Wai Cheng, Cornie 
Loke Yin Heng and Mr Justine Lee Shyan Luen; we managed to 
equal the scores at 6-all with Trang Tennis Club. We lost 4 games 
6 to Haadyai Municipal Club compared to previous years’ outing, 
we lost all our games. The participating players were Mr Gary 
Looi (Captain), Mr Won Yoo Wai, Mr Justine Shyan Luen, Mr Wong 
Yee Onn , Mr Lu Lee Ser, Mdm Lau Wai Cheng and Mdm Cornie 
Loke Yin Heng.

HAADYAI & TRANG TRIP – BADMINTON TEAM

HAADYAI & TRANG TRIP – 
BADMINTON TEAM

A total of 11 players (inclusive 
of a Junior Lady player) & 4 
supporters registered for the 
trip. It was a memorable trip for 
those who went and were treated 
like VIPs especially in Trang. 
Raintree Badminton Team put up 
a strong display and resistance 
even though we were beaten 
by our Thai neighbours on the 
overall results.
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8TH PENANG SPEEDO MASTERS 
INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 2012, 
1 DECEMBER 2012

Well Done & Congratulations !!!

Ex-national swimmers CHOW XIAN HUI, Raintree’s sole representative for 
this event held at Chinese Swimming Club Penang on1st December 2012 
seen here on the way to 4 new records.

4 New Records - Swimming

OPEN MEN’S SINGLES  
CHAMPION KOH EU JIUNN
RUNNERS-UP    ANG JUN YIK

OPEN MEN’S DOUBLES 
CHAMPION DAVID KOK / ERIC KHOO
RUNNERS-UP WONG CHEE WING / TEH SWEE KHIAM

JUNIOR BOY’S SINGLES (UNDER 18 YEARS)
CHAMPION KOH EU JIUNN
RUNNERS-UP DAVID WONG

VETERAN MEN’S DOUBLES
CHAMPION DAVID KOK / ERIC KHOO
RUNNERS-UP WONG CHEE WING / TEH SWEE KHIAM

SENIOR VETERAN MEN’S DOUBLES
CHAMPION SEAH KIN NGOH / TEO CHIN INN
RUNNERS-UP  CHEW ENG LAI / C C CHING

BADMINTON
RAINTREE CLUB – BADMINTON ANNUAL CHAMPIONSHIP

The recent completed 2012/2013 Badminton Annual 
Championship held on 8th & 9th December 2012 attracted 
a total of 31 entries, both young and old. The youngest 
player registered was Ms. Lennord Teh, age 7 years old, 
son of Mr Teh Swee Khiam.

A total of 9 entries received from the Under-18 Junior 
category and the balance from the senior members of 
the club.

The 2-days competitions were keenly contested and the 
following were the winners / runners up:-

The Convenor, Mr Chew Eng Lai, of Badminton 
Organizing Committee welcomes the following 
members to the committee for year 2012 / 2014. 
The members are:- Mr. Wong Chee Wing; Mr. 
James Chin; Mr. Teh Swee Khiam and Dr. Teoh 
Kok Soo.

The new members were assigned to the following 
positions:-

a) BADMINTON FRIENDLIES / TOURNAMENTS
Mr. Wong Chee Wing - Raintree Badminton Team 
Captain
Mr. Teh Swee Khiam - Asst. Captain
 
b) IN-HOUSE COMPETITIONS / CARNIVALS
Mr. James Chin & Dr. Teoh Kok Soo

INTRODUCTION of BOC MEMBERS
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Golf

7sports & recreation

Raintree Annual Strokeplay 2012
The Raintree Annual Strokeplay Championship was held on Wednesday, 12th December. 
The choice of venue was one that the Club had not played at before, the Seremban International 
Golf Club. The unfamiliarity of the route inevitably led to some latecomers to the Club.
The auspicious date of 12.12.12 didn’t incite participation, and the turnout was poor, with 
only a dozen golfers making their way to Seremban. Though the gathering was small, many 
were keen to ply their skills on a course which ranks as one of the more traditional in the 
country.

When play commenced, we were told to keep our buggies on the tracks for the outgoing 
nine. The reason soon came to fore when we were met with a largely soggy course, with 
mud prevalent in the thick rough. The expectations of plugged and lost balls soon materialised, 
forcing some to post a “no return” scorecard. 
In the end, the severity of the playing conditions took its toll, with only one sub 90 gross 
score being posted for the day. That honour belonged to Ainuddin Hamid, whose score 
of 89 strokes handed him the 2012 Gross Championship. In that category, John Tan and 
Aaron Loke were placed with their scores of 93 and 95 respectively. 

The Nett Championship fell to Golf Convenor Jacqueline Cheong who scored a nett 71 
strokes to take the title. This was followed by the runner-up standings for Dr Soranavalli and 
Alan Loke with identical scores of 74 nett.

PvP Challenge 
2012
The Patron vs President Challenge for 2012 was held at the Staffield Country Resort on the 
28th November 2012. This year’s event attracted a total of 28 golfers vying for the honour of 
contributing victory for their respective teams. The lure of the attractive prizes on offer was 
also instrumental in securing the biggest participation in our golf event this year.

As our current President Mr Winson Han is not a golfer, past President Mr Bruce Chan was 
nominated to lead the team against the Patron. YM Tunku Naquiyuddin was again paired 
up with permanent partner Ms Jacqueline Cheong, whereas Mr Chan chose another Past 
President Mr Michael Chiam to wage battle with.

The Scramble Strokeplay format used in the competition is designed to offer each team a 
chance to maximise their score, and the results on the day didn’t disappoint. The winning 
individual team score was put in by YM Tunku Naquiyuddin and Jacqueline with a nett score 
of 62 strokes, outscoring the runner-up team of Angela Burchardt and Raymond Wong by 3 
strokes. Other notables were the 2nd runner-up partnership of Qin Xiao Ling and Ng Boon 
Kuan with a score of 66 nett.

As has been the trend of the past few years, the Patron team once again emerged triumphant 
in 2012. The occasion was further graced by the presence of President Han, who took the 
opportunity to thank his team members for their efforts. All left for home content with prizes or 
gifts in hand, ending another successful chapter in this popular challenge.

INTRODUCTION of BOC MEMBERS
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The Club extends a very warm welcome to the following new 
Members who were formally admitted to the Club at the 
Members’ Introduction Night held on 19th January 2013.

Members’ Introduction Night



club event 9

Samanea 2013 9

Members’ Introduction NightMembers’ Introduction Night



10

Samanea 201310

club membership

New Members

Membership
New Membership Prices

With a view to attracting more new 
Members and reducing our stock of 
Terminated Memberships, the General 
Committee have agreed to offer, for a 
limited period, two special promotional 
rates for memberships purchased from 
the Club, as follows:
1)  Individuals purchasing membership will 
pay a reduced Entrance Fee* of RM7,500 
instead of the previous RM9,000.  
2)  Bulk purchases of five or more 
memberships will benefit from a further 
RM1,000 reduction, bringing the Entrance 
Fee* down to RM6,500.  In order to 
qualify, a company, institution or other 
group of people need to commit to pur-
chase a minimum of five Memberships 
at one time.
*For both of the above, applicants will 
also need to pay the usual deposit of 
RM1,000 plus one month’s subscription 
(RM106) in advance.
If you have friends interested in joining 
the Raintree, do let them know!!

Term Members
Principal Member  Spouse
Mr Francois Xavier Reymond Madam Stephanie Roualle de Rouville
Mr Tang Wen Tzung  Madam Tang Chia Li
Mr William Donald Haswell Madam Maria Rizel A. Haswell

Ordinary Members
Principal Member  Spouse
Madam Wan Yoke Nee, Penny Mr Teng Wai Loon
Cik Nul Azlin Binti Ahyaluddin N/A
Mr Christopher Soh Choon Han N/A
Mr K Sivabalan a/l Kallimuthu Madam Renukamala a/p Gunasegaran
Miss Lye Oi Ming, Esther  N/A

2nd Generation Members
Principal Member  Spouse
Mr Low Wei Kah   N/A

Assignee Member
Principal Member  Spouse
Madam Anne De Graaf  Mr Julien Brochu



LINE DANCE HI-TEA WORKSHOP
18 NOVEMBER 2012
Raintree Line Dance Committee organized the first 
Line Dance Workshop cum Party with a bang on 
the 18th November 2012 with a strong turnout of 
200 or so Line Dancers from throughout Klang 
Valley and even from as far as Seremban.

The event with new Line Dance choreography 
workshop by several renowned local choreog-
raphers, wellness talk by medical practitioners 
and physiotherapist and interesting retail kiosks 
besides lucky draws and line dancing, filled the 
Cerating Grand Ballroom with a hive of activities 
and festivities. 

Kudos must be accorded to the Line Dance 
Committee for the said successful and memorable 
annual Raintree Line Dance event 2012 and a 
special mention to the General Committee Members 
who took their invaluable time to join in adding to 
the merriment. 

Watch out for the next exciting 
Raintree Line Dance event for 
year 2013.

Social & Entertainment
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14th RAINTREE ANNUAL SPORTS AWARDS 2012
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The Raintree
Of Kuala Lumpur

The Raintree
Of Kuala Lumpur

14th RAINTREE ANNUAL 
SPORTS AWARDS 2012

DATE : 12th January 2013

14th RAINTREE ANNUAL 
SPORTS AWARDS 2012

DATE : 12th January 2013

club event
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14 children activities

CHILDREN’S SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
PARTY & ACTIVITY
18 NOVEMBER 2012
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10 March 2013   
RSGC Bi-annual 
Children Swimming 
Championship GALA 
(Invitational)
Time: 11am  
Venue: Royal Selangor 
Golf Club

3 March 2013   
Tennis Junior 
Championships - 
Final & Prize 
Presentation
Time: 9 am - 1 pm  
Venue: Tennis Court

17 March 2013   
Badminton Friendly 
with Kelab Darul 
Ehsan (Away Game)
Time: 11am  
Venue: Kelab Darul 
Ehsan Selangor

27 March 2013
Time: 8 am
1st Quarterly Golf 
Medal @ Kelab 
Rahman Putra

SWIMMINGTENNIS BADMINTON GOLF

An Invitation 

Upcoming Events

March 2013 
Activities

THE WATER SNAKE 
1953 AND 2013

15upcoming events



DARTS 
EVENING 

Every Friday

SQUASH CLUB 
EVENING 

Every Monday & Friday

BADMINTON
CLUB EVENING

 
Every Sunday & Thursday

TENNIS 
NIGHT

Every Wednesday & Friday

TABLE TENNIS
CLUB EVENING

Every Monday & Thursday

DARTSTENNIS

BADMINTONTABLE TENNIS

SQUASH


